
Parent Guide to KS1 Addition 

The word sum means to add so we only use this word when adding.  

When using the other operations we would use ’number sentence’ or 
‘calculation.’ Pupils will develop their knowledge using whole numbers.  

 

For example: 4 + 7 = 11 and 10 – 6 = 4 are both calculations or number  

sentences. 
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Parent Guide to KS1 Subtraction 

Subtraction means you are taking something away from a group or number of 
things. When you subtract, what is left in the group becomes less.  

 

An example of a subtraction problem is the following: 5 - 3 = 2. Subtraction 
can also be seen as taking away and finding the difference.  
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Parent Guide to KS1 Multiplication 

In Key Stage 1, the ideas of multiplication and division are based on knowledge of num-
ber patterns as well as grouping and sharing. They will use phrases like ‘lots of’, ‘groups 
of’ and ‘shared between’. By Year 2, pupils will have been introduced to the symbols x 

and ÷ and extended the vocabulary that they use. 
 

To support your child, focus on counting in steps of 2, 5 and 10, forwards and backwards 
and from different starting numbers.  

 
 
For example:  “We have 2 sweets each. How many are there in total?” 

        “How many pencils do we need if everyone needs 2?” 
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In Key Stage 1, division is based on the idea of number patterns as well as 
grouping and sharing. By Year 2, pupils will have been introduced to the sym-

bols x and ÷ and extended the vocabulary that they use. 
 

Pupils will be encouraged to discuss their mathematical learning and will begin 
by using the vocabulary of ‘equal groups’ and ‘sharing’. 

Parent Guide to KS1 Division 
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Parent Guide to KS1 Maths Skills 
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